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CURRICULUM VITAE


JOE W. ATHERTON
EDUCATION AND SPECIALIZED TRAINING
Vetronix / Bosch Group

Crash Data Retrieval Crash Data Technician Certification

Vetronix / Bosch Group

Crash Data Retrieval Crash Data Analyst Certification

Visual Statement, Inc. 

2D & 3D Reconstruction Software Symposium

NAPARS - Joint Annual Conference

Event Data Recorder

Vehicle rollovers / test crashes

University of North Florida, Institute of police technology and management,

Special Problems in Traffic Crash Reconstruction

Uniform Circular Motion - Lateral forces

 Critical speed

Hydroplaning

Travel Speed Calcs.

Mack Boring Engine City


Applied diesel mechanics

Federal Mine Safety Training

University of North Florida, Institute of Police Technology and Management, Applied Physics in Traffic Accident Investigation;

Nathan Shigemura,
Laws of Motion, Weights & Friction

Rectilinear Motion

John Daily

Rotational Mechanics

Conservation of Linear Momentum

Vector Analysis

Crash Dynamics

Uniform Circular Motion

Uniform Projectile Motion

 
Tire Forces

University of North Florida, Institute of Police Technology and Management,

Commercial Motor Vehicle Accident Investigation and Inspection;

Nathan Shigemura,
Inspection



49 CFR Regulations

Air Brake Systems


Dynamics

Speed Calculations


Brake Forces

Trailer Underride


Off Tracking

Weight Shift



Rollover

Hydroplaning



Jack-Knifing

Acceleration/Deceleration Testing

University of North Florida, Institute of Police Technology and Management, Special Problems in Traffic Accident Reconstruction;

Rex Grogan, What Went Wrong with American Car Tires?;

Dr. Frank Wilson, Sport Utility Vehicle - Case Studies;

Julian Beaver, Trailer Braking Systems;

Gordon Bigg, Uses of Damage Analysis;

Gerard Murphy, Momentum Applications;

John Daily & Nathan Shigemura, Energy Methods;

Dr. Henry Lee, DNA and Trace Evidence;

Dr. Alan Watts, Low Speed Collisions;

Rick Jobe, Accelerometers for the Next Millennium;

Mary Kate McGilvray, Blood Evidence and Traffic Accidents;

International Association of Accident Reconstruction Specialists - 1998 Conference - Boston, Massachusetts;

Tom Szabo, Biomechanics of Low Speed Impacts;

Robert A. Dubois, Bruce T. McNally, Low Velocity/Insurance Fraud;

Dr. Paul Olson, Elderly Driving Issues;

Dr. Jane Barnes, Issues of Driver Awareness/Traffic Control Devices;

Dr. Henry C. Lee, Transfer and Trace Evidence in Traffic Accident 
Investigation;

Mary Kate McGilvray, Blood Evidence and Accident Reconstruction;

Michelin Tire, Tire Dynamics and Nomenclature;

Low Impact Crash Testing
Vetronics Corporation, Training; 25 Hours, Crash Data Retrieval System;
Bell Laser & Surveying Equipment, Inc., Training; 50 Hours, Nikon DTM-310  Total Station and AIMS Transfer and Automated Mapping Software;

Society of Automotive Engineering, SAE International Congress and Exposition, Advanced Motor Vehicle Accident Reconstruction;
University of North Florida, Institute of Police Technology and Management, Accident Reconstruction School;
University of North Florida, Institute of Police Technology and Management, Advanced Accident Investigation;

Virginia Commonwealth University, graduate work Administration of Justice and Public Safety;

Virginia Commonwealth University, graduate work Finance;

University of Richmond, Richmond Regional Academy, Crime Scene Forensics;

Virginia Commonwealth University, Technical Traffic Accident Investigation;

Virginia Commonwealth University, Basic Accident Investigation;

Chesterfield County Virginia Police Academy;

Lynchburg City Virginia Police Academy;

Towson State University, Bachelor of Science General Studies, Thematic Option: Law Enforcement and corrections;

TEST CRASH EXPERIENCE

University of North Florida, Institute of Police technology and Management,

Test crash dynamics, crush calculations, speed determinations, 
verification of calculation process, Confirmation of lateral force 
calculations. - 2004

Insurance Institute For Highway Safety - 1997,1998,1999,2000,2002,2003, 2004.

Test crash various vehicles at 45 mph oblique and low speed impacts.

International Association of Accident Reconstructionist - 1998.

Test crash 15 assorted automobiles in low impact scenarios.

University of North Florida, Institute of Police Technology and Management,

Test crash moderate speed pedestrian collision.

University of North Florida, Institute of Police Technology and Management,  

Test crash of vehicles with concentration on lamp analysis.

Napars Crash Conference, test crash and rollover conference
PERTINENT WORK EXPERIENCE
Accident Technology, Inc. General Partner 1984 - 1986. Vice President/Treasurer 1986 - 1994. President/Owner 1994 - present.

Duties include:

manage reconstruction business on day to day basis;

prepare case intake summaries and assign appropriate investigations; 

review and approve all final reconstructions and investigations;

review and approve all forensic related material;

prepare all courtroom visual aides and scale/mapping diagrams;

conduct monthly training seminars in the insurance, risk management and legal industry;

test practical applications of accident theories;

accident investigation and reconstruction for insurance and legal industries and report preparation;

provide information for depositions and trials;

serve on the Board of Directors for Drive Smart Virginia.

ABT Investigations, LTD.; President 1991 - 1994.

Tri-State Investigative Academy; President 1991 - 1994.

Chesterfield, Virginia, County Police Department; Police officer/Crime 

Scene Forensic Investigation 1979 - 1983.

Duties included:

forensic investigations of homicides, fires, burglary, fraud, auto theft, auto crash;

auto crash investigation;

field training for recruits.

Lynchburg, Virginia, City Police Department;  Police Officer 1978 - 1979.

Duties included:

auto crash investigation;

general patrol activity.

PUBLICATIONS
International Safety Council, 1995. Topic: Accident Reconstruction.

Virginia Claimsmen Magazine, 1990-1991.  Educational articles related 
to the field of Accident Reconstruction.

TEACHING EXPERIENCE
Virginia State Police Academy- Forensic Mapping

Nationwide Insurance Regional Training - Maryland, Virginia, North 
Carolina, New York, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Kentucky.

CNA Insurance Regional Training - Tennessee

Guest Speaker, ACTS Conference on Transportation Safety, May 2001.

Guest Lecturer, International Association of Special Investigation
Units - May 1994, 2nd Annual Insurance Fraud Seminar.

Regional and National Crash Cause Analysis and Investigation Seminars.

Regional and National SIU Lecturer.

Tri-State Investigative Academy, Faculty 1993 - 1994.

MEMBERSHIPS AND ACCREDITATIONS   - past and present

Accreditation Commission for Traffic Accident Reconstruction - ACTAR  

Drive Smart Virginia, Board of Directors

International Association of Accident Reconstruction Specialists

Professional Safety Incorporated

Technical Advisory Service for Attorneys - TASA

Society of Accident Reconstructionist - S.O.A.R.

Virginia Safety Belt Coalition, Advisory Council

Society of Automotive Engineering International - SAE

Illinois Association of Technical Accident Investigators

National Association of Professional Accident Reconstruction  

Specialists - N.A.P.A.R.S.

American Farm Bureau Federation

National Fire Protection Association

College of Forensic Examiners

CONSULTING EXPERIENCE
Virginia General Assembly - 2004

Crash Data Recorder legislation

Virginia General Assembly - 2003

Rewrite of 46.2-880 Table of speeds and stopping distances - wording 
to include the use of scientific evaluation in reconstruction 

testimony.

Virginia Transportation Research Council - Provided raw data utilized 
in rewriting the Virginia State Code regarding Stopping Distances,
Section 46.2-880; accepted by the Virginia General Assembly and signed 
by Governor Gilmore, effective July 2001.

United States Attorneys Office

United States Postal Service

Waste Management of Virginia

Albemarle County, Virginia; Police Department

Bell Atlantic Telephone

Braddock/Hillsborough, Pennsylvania Township/Police Department

Chesterfield County, Virginia; Risk Management/County Attorney

City of Richmond, Virginia; City Attorney

Greater Richmond Transit Authority

Henrico County, Virginia; Risk Management/County Attorney

Stafford County, Virginia; Commonwealth Attorney

TARMAC, Inc.

City of Williamsburg

PREVIOUS COURT TESTIMONY (INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO)
(testimony on more than one occasion in many courts listed)

U.S. Federal Court

State of Virginia, General Assembly - Expert Testimony 


Concerning Virginia State Code and Stopping Distances

State of Virginia, General Assembly - Expert Testimony

Senate Sub-Committee on Transportation

Harrison County, Mississippi Circuit Court

Rockingham County, North Carolina Superior Court, Civil

Pittsburgh City, Pennsylvania Circuit Court

Court of Common Pleas of Schuylkill County, Pennsylvania

Allegheny County, Pennsylvania Circuit Court

Dickson County, Tennessee Circuit Court

Wilson County, Tennessee Circuit Court

Danville City, Virginia Circuit Court, Criminal

Richmond City, Virginia Circuit Court

Chesterfield County, Virginia Circuit Court

Alexandria City, Virginia Circuit Court

Woodstock City, Virginia General District Court


Portsmouth City, Virginia General District Court

Newport News City, Virginia General District Court

Buchanan County, Virginia Circuit Court

Fairfax County, Virginia Circuit Court

Gates City, Virginia Circuit Court

Goochland County, Virginia Circuit Court

Louisa County, Virginia Circuit Court

Norfolk City, Virginia Circuit Court

Spotsylvania County, Virginia Circuit Court

Stafford County, Virginia Circuit Court

Staunton City, Virginia Circuit Court

Virginia Beach City, Virginia Circuit Court

Gloucester County, Virginia Circuit Court
Henrico County, Circuit Court 

Tazewell County, Circuit Court 

Bardstown, Kentucky Circuit Court

King William County, Circuit Court

Assorted Arbitrations, Mediations, and Depositions


Wyoming County, WV  Circuit Court
8

